Equipping Prayer Guide—Praying Scripture for Your
Congregation

As you continue to provide prayer requests to your Equipping Prayer Team, and as you continue to
carry the banner of culture-change for your congregation into a more Christ-centered Body, consider
sending one of the following items every couple of weeks as part of their guide for prayer. There are
15 different possibilities below.

1. Dear Equipping Prayer Team:
So grateful for you!
Spend some time today/this week praying Psalm 139 for yourself—by inserting your name into the
following verses. Then, choose one other person—and pray Psalm 139 for them—inserting their
name into the verses:
Psalm 139
1 You have searched me, Lord, and you know me.
2 You know when | sit and when | rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar.
3 You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways.
4 Before a word is on my tongue you, Lord, know it completely.
5 You hem me in behind and before, and you lay your hand upon me.
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain.
7 Where can | go from your Spirit? Where can | flee from your presence?
8 If | go up to the heavens, you are there; if | make my bed in the depths, you are there.
9 If | rise on the wings of the dawn, if | settle on the far side of the sea,
10 even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast.
11 If | say, “Surely the darkness will hide me and the light become night around me,”
12 even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the day, for darkness is as light
to you.
13 For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb.
14 | praise you because | am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful,
| know that full well.
15 My frame was not hidden from you when | was made in the secret place,
when | was woven together in the depths of the earth.
16 Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for me were written in your book
before one of them came to be.
17 How precious to me are your thoughts, God! How vast is the sum of them!
18 Were | to count them, they would outnumber the grains of sand—when | awake, | am still with you.
...23 Search me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts.
24 See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.

2. Dear EQUIPPING Prayer Team:

Spend some time today/this week praying Psalm 23 for yourself—resting in what these Scriptures tell
you about the Lord. Then, choose one other person—and pray Psalm 23 for them—that they would
come to know the Lord as their Shepherd who provides, refreshes, comforts and protects them:
Psalm 23

1 The Lord is my shepherd, | lack nothing.
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2 He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters,

3 he refreshes my soul. He guides me along the right paths for his name’s sake.

4 Even though | walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and
your staff, they comfort me.

5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my cup
overflows.

6 Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and | will dwell in the house of
the Lord forever.

3. This week, pray the Lord’s Prayer as found in Matthew 6, especially asking for God’s kingdom to
come on earth—to and through our church:
Matthew 6:9 “Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
10 your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
11 Give us today our daily bread.
12 And forgive us our debts,
as we also have forgiven our debtors.
13 And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from the evil one [from evil].’
for yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

4. Dear EQUIPPING Prayer Team:
This week, pray through the following prayer from Daniel 2—focusing on God’s sovereignty and
asking Him to give those at Our church wisdom, knowledge and discernment as we live as His
people. Pray that the Lord makes known to us as a community the things He desires us to be and do
and pursue in His name:
Daniel 2:19 During the night the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision. Then Daniel praised the
God of heaven 20 and said:
“Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever;

wisdom and power are his.
21 He changes times and seasons;

he deposes kings and raises up others.
He gives wisdom to the wise

and knowledge to the discerning.
22 He reveals deep and hidden things;

he knows what lies in darkness,

and light dwells with him.
23 | thank and praise you, God of my ancestors:

You have given me wisdom and power,
you have made known to me what we asked of you,

you have made known to us the dream of the king.”
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5. This week, pray through the prayer in Daniel 9—a prayer of confession and acknowledgement
of our need for God. Feel free to change the references to Judah and Jerusalem to [your state] and
[your city/county]—and Israel to our church or [your city].

Daniel 9:3 | turned to the Lord God and pleaded with him in prayer and petition, in fasting, and in
sackcloth and ashes.

4 | prayed to the Lord my God and confessed:

“Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with those who love him and
keep his commandments, 5 we have sinned and done wrong. We have been wicked and have
rebelled; we have turned away from your commands and laws. 6 We have not listened to your
servants the prophets, who spoke in your name to our kings, our princes and our ancestors, and to all
the people of the land.

7 “Lord, you are righteous, but this day we are covered with shame—the people of Judah and
the inhabitants of Jerusalem and all Israel, both near and far, in all the countries where you have
scattered us because of our unfaithfulness to you. 8 We and our kings, our princes and our ancestors
are covered with shame, Lord, because we have sinned against you. 9 The Lord our God is merciful
and forgiving, even though we have rebelled against him; 10 we have not obeyed the Lord our God or
kept the laws he gave us through his servants the prophets. 11 All Israel has transgressed your law
and turned away, refusing to obey you.

“Therefore the curses and sworn judgments written in the Law of Moses, the servant of God,
have been poured out on us, because we have sinned against you. 12 You have fulfilled the words
spoken against us and against our rulers by bringing on us great disaster. Under the whole heaven
nothing has ever been done like what has been done to Jerusalem. 13 Just as it is written in the Law
of Moses, all this disaster has come on us, yet we have not sought the favor of the Lord our God by
turning from our sins and giving attention to your truth. 14 The Lord did not hesitate to bring the
disaster on us, for the Lord our God is righteous in everything he does; yet we have not obeyed him.

15 “Now, Lord our God, who brought your people out of Egypt with a mighty hand and who
made for yourself a name that endures to this day, we have sinned, we have done wrong. 16 Lord, in
keeping with all your righteous acts, turn away your anger and your wrath from Jerusalem, your city,
your holy hill. Our sins and the iniquities of our ancestors have made Jerusalem and your people an
object of scorn to all those around us.

17 “Now, our God, hear the prayers and petitions of your servant. For your sake, Lord, look
with favor on your desolate sanctuary. 18 Give ear, our God, and hear; open your eyes and see the
desolation of the city that bears your Name. We do not make requests of you because we are
righteous, but because of your great mercy. 19 Lord, listen! Lord, forgive! Lord, hear and act! For your
sake, my God, do not delay, because your city and your people bear your Name.”

6. This week, read the following teachings of Jesus from John 13. Then, pray that these things
will mark our church:

John 13:12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place.
“Do you understand what | have done for you?” he asked them. 13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’
and rightly so, for that is what | am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you
also should wash one another’s feet. 15 | have set you an example that you should do as | have done
for you. 16 Very truly | tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than
the one who sent him. 17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.
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7. This week, pray through the following teachings from Jesus—that our church community
would ABIDE in Christ more and more every day and would be marked by love for one another:
John 15:1 “l am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that
bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3
You are already clean because of the word | have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as | also remain in
you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you
remain in me.

5 “l am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and | in you, you will bear much
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing...7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit,
showing yourselves to be my disciples.

9 “As the Father has loved me, so have | loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep my
commands, you will remain in my love, just as | have kept my Father's commands and remain in his
love. 11 | have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12 My
command is this: Love each other as | have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay
down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what | command. 15 | no longer call
you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, | have called you
friends, for everything that | learned from my Father | have made known to you. 16 You did not
choose me, but | chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will
last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 17 This is my command:
Love each other.

8. Praise God that we have “every spiritual blessing in Christ”!

This week, pray through the spiritual blessings listed in Ephesians 1—that our church community
would know and proclaim each of these blessings:

Ephesians 1:3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the
heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4 For he chose us in him before the creation of
the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to sonship
through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will— 6 to the praise of his glorious grace,
which he has freely given us in the One he loves. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all
wisdom and understanding, 9 he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good
pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10 to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfilment—
to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ.

11 In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who
works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12 in order that we, who were the first
to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 13 And you also were included in Christ
when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were
marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance
until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory.

9. Pray the following prayer for our church:

Ephesians 1:15 For this reason, ever since | heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love
for all God’s people, 16 | have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17 |
keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of
wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 18 | pray that the eyes of your heart may be
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enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious
inheritance in his holy people, 19 and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is
the same as the mighty strength 20 he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him
at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and
every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. 22 And God
placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 23 which
is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.

10. Pray the following prayer for our church:
Ephesians 3:14 For this reason | kneel before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and
on earth derives its name. 16 | pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power
through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And |
pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the Lord’s
holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this
love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.

20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to
his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all
generations, for ever and ever! Amen.

11. Pray the following prayer for our church:

Colossians 1:3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4
because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all God’s people— 5
the faith and love that spring from the hope stored up for you in heaven and about which you have
already heard in the true message of the gospel 6 that has come to you. In the same way, the gospel
is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole world—just as it has been doing among you since
the day you heard it and truly understood God’s grace.

12. Pray the following prayer for our church:

Colossians 1:9 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for
you. We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and
understanding that the Spirit gives, 10 so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in
every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 11 being strengthened
with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience, 12
and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of his holy
people in the kingdom of light. 13 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought
us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

13. Pray that the following would mark our church community:

Colossians 2:6 So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him,
7 rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with
thankfulness.
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14. Pray that we at Our church would be intentional in setting our hearts and minds “on things
above”: Colossians 3:1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on
earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is
your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.

15. Pray the following prayer for Our church this week—that these things may be increasingly
true of us:

Colossians 3:12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive one
another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over
all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.

15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called
to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and
admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to
God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

Also see:

e Equipping Ministry Prayer Guide

e Praying Through the Gifts at Your Church: A Spiritual Gifts Prayer Guide
Both available on the Resources page at GodGiftsYou.com.

SHIRLEY GILES DAVIS EQUIPPING PRAYER GUIDE—PRAYING SCRIPTURE FOR YOUR CONGREGATION 5-

2020 GODGIFTSYOU.COM 6



