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Calling and Purpose—The Intersection of God’s Roles and Ours  
Study Guide 

 
 

A.  How do each of the following verses describe God? 
 
 
Romans 12:1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 
 
 
2 Corinthians 4:1 …since through God’s mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose heart. 
 
 
Ephesians 2:4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with 
Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And God 
raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that 
in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to 
us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast.  
 
 
Hebrews 4:16 Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive 
mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 
 
 
1 Peter 2:10 Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not 
received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

 
 
 
 
What do the following verses say about us? 
 
 
Hosea 6:6 For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgment of God rather than burnt offerings. 
 
 
Micah 6:8 He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act 
justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. 
 
 
Romans 12:4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all 
have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to 
all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is 
prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, 
then teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is 
to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully. 
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Some of you likely have the spiritual gift of Mercy.  Can you describe in one or two sentences 
what it looks like or feels like when you are using this gift? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B.  How do each of the following verses describe God/Jesus? 
 
 
Psalm 23:1 The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 2 He makes me lie down in green pastures, he 
leads me beside quiet waters, 3  he refreshes my soul. He guides me along the right paths for his 
name’s sake. 
 
 
John 10:2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the 
gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 
When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because 
they know his voice. 5 But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him 
because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech, but the 
Pharisees did not understand what he was telling them. 

…11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The 
hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he 
abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man runs 
away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 
 14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— 15 just as the Father 
knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that are 
not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one 
flock and one shepherd. 17 The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to take it 
up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it 
down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.” 
 
 
 
 
What do the following verses say about us as Jesus’ people that matches that same role? 
 
 
Ephesians 4: 11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors 
[shepherds] and teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may 
be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become 
mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 
 
 
1 Peter 5:1 To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder and a witness of Christ’s sufferings 
who also will share in the glory to be revealed: 2 Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, 
watching over them—not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not 
pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve; 3 not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being 
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examples to the flock. 4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory 
that will never fade away. 
 
 
What might it look like to “shepherd” another person or a group of people?  What kinds of 
attitudes/behaviors are described in the 1 Peter passage? 
 
 

 
 
 
C.  How do the following verses describe Jesus? 
 
Hebrews 4:14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the 
Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is 
unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just 
as we are—yet he did not sin. 16 Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that 
we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 
 
 
 
 
How do the following verses describing us mirror that role? 
 
 
1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, 
that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 
Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, 
but now you have received mercy. 
 
 
 
 
What was the role of priests in the Old Testament? 
 
 
 
What do you think it means to be a “priest” to each other today? 

 
 
 
 
D.  How does Jesus behave in the following passage? 
 
 
John 13:3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from 
God and was returning to God; 4 so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped 
a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ 
feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 
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 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 
 7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 
 8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” 
 Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” 
 9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!” 
 10 Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole 
body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was going to 
betray him, and that was why he said not every one was clean. 
 12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. 
“Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. 13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ 
and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you 
also should wash one another’s feet. 15 I have set you an example that you should do as I have done 
for you. 16 Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than 
the one who sent him. 17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. 

 
 
What kind of similar behavior/role are we called to, according to Jesus?: 
 
 
Matthew 20:26 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your 
servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first must be your slave— 28 just as the Son of Man did not 
come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
 
 
 
 

E. What role does God play in these verses? 
 
 
Jeremiah 8:18 You who are my Comforter in sorrow, my heart is faint within me. 
 
 
Isaiah 66:13 As a mother comforts her child, so will I comfort you; and you will be comforted over 
Jerusalem.” 
 
 
 
As a result, what role are we called to? 
 
 
2 Corinthians 1:3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion 
and the God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any 
trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God. 5 For just as we share abundantly in the 
sufferings of Christ, so also our comfort abounds through Christ. 6 If we are distressed, it is for your 
comfort and salvation; if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which produces in you patient 
endurance of the same sufferings we suffer. 7 And our hope for you is firm, because we know that just 
as you share in our sufferings, so also you share in our comfort. 
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F.  So we don’t finish this study thinking we need to just “try harder” to do these 
things, what do the following passages say about Who builds, establishes, empowers? 
 
 
Moses said in Psalm 90:17 May the favor of the Lord our God rest on us; establish the work of our 
hands for us— yes, establish the work of our hands. 
 
 
Solomon said in Psalm 127:1 Unless the Lord builds the house, the builders labor in vain. Unless the 
Lord watches over the city, the guards stand watch in vain. 
 
 
Jesus said in John 15:1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every 
branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be 
even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in 
me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can 
you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 
 5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear 
much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 
 
 
 
How can you stay aware of your need for Jesus to empower you to do all that you are called 
and purposed to do this week? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(For more on gifts, check out the Resources page at GodGiftsYou.com. Take the free 
assessment and see what gifts God has bestowed on you to contribute to the whole.) 
 
 
Shirley Giles Davis, author of the God. Gifts. You. Your Unique Calling and Design workbook, 
Your Unique Design Class Guide, Your Unique Design Facilitator Guide, and Gifts-Calling-
Purpose blog, is a consultant, coach, facilitator who has worked with faith-based 
organizations, nonprofit agencies, and leaders in a diversity of fields for over 30 years. She 
has also been EquipConnectServe Director at her 1,200 member church since 1999. Contact 
Shirley through the GodGiftsYou.com website. 
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https://www.amazon.com/God-Gifts-You-Unique-Calling/dp/0692911634/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1507505155&sr=8-1&keywords=Shirley+Giles+davis
https://www.amazon.com/Your-Unique-Design-Class-Guide/dp/0578590190/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=Shirley+Giles+davis&qid=1584989767&sr=8-2
https://godgiftsyou.com/contact
https://godgiftsyou.com/contact

